Hi Everybody,

It’s still March, the clocks have gone forward giving us an extra hour of daylight and after an amazing weekend of sunshine
they say we are threatening a return to cold weather but……
“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.”
Hal Borland
So, let’s look forward to the start of the Sailing season and all of the delights that we can enjoy with our Club house being
based on the beach – fantastic view, sunny situation, a Bar with amazing planned entertainment as well as a great position
to access the sea for our members’ sailing and fishing boats. Who cares if it is going to be a bit chilly next week? Who said
snow???

Sailing and Angling Report:
From RC Sailing Kevin, the Sailing Calendar for the coming month is as follows:
APRIL
3rd
SUNDAY SPRING LAUNCH RACES 1 & 2
11.00 1 Followed by Spring Lunch Buffet
9th
SATURDAY SAILING SESSION
13.30
10th
SUNDAY SPRING SERIES RACES 1 & 2
11.00
th
16
SATURDAY SAILING SESSION
13.30
17th
SUNDAY SPRING SERIES RACES 3 & 4
11.00 1 Easter Eggs to 1st, 2nd & 3rd
23rd
SATURDAY SAILING SESSION
13.30
24th
SUNDAY COMMODORES CUP SERIES RACES 1 & 2
11.00 3 Separate Mono Hull & Catamaran Class
30th
SATURDAY SAILING SESSION
13.30
The Sailing Calendar is published weekly in the blog (full season on 14th March), website and posted on the WhatsApp
group and we ask that you consult one of these for further information regarding dates and times rather than messaging
RC Kevin as he will now be rather quite busy!
A reminder to all sailors that racing starts promptly at 11am next Sunday following a race briefing at 10.30am and, after
you come of the water there will be a buffet for all sailors and their family and friends. This will be followed by music and
singing from the Turnpike Alley at 3.30pm. We look forward to you joining us for all of this.
On another note, the new and impressive safety jet ski has arrived and will be on the water next Sunday, assisting the blue
rib.

Also, after the work party a couple of weeks ago a trailer was found that no one seems to know who it belongs to. I am
told that it looks like a motorcycle trailer so, if you know who owns it, please can you let a member of the Committee
know for it to be removed.
Better news from George this week, our RC Angling Paul C fished on Friday and caught one small Plaice. Well done to Paul!
On the downside, according to Paul the crabs are no longer hungry. Please don’t be surprised by his Dr Dolittle ability to
communicate so readily with crustaceans…..
So, the important date is the first boat competition is Sunday 10th April at 8.30am until 4pm with Plaice the target species.
sailing@paghamyachtclub.com

angling@paghamyachtclub.com

Membership
From Andy Day, our Membership Secretary, for those that have renewed their membership a big thank you as we have
had over 300 re-joining our Club.
In addition to this, some other members have been in touch to say they cannot re-join at the moment, but we wanted you
to know that this is ok as we have come to an arrangement and the deadline for renewing membership is now 31st March
2022 instead of the end of February - just a few days away! If you have not renewed and you are unable to at the moment, please do contact Andy at
membership@paghamyachtclub.com. The fees list and membership form are online and available for download from the
website www.paghamyachtclub.com.

Without having previously agreed to a time extension, after March 31st it is likely that members re-joining will have to pay
the new member rates, which as you will be aware are quite a lot higher. Also, the benefits from the storage of boats,
boards and kayaks in the Boat Park are very competitive and in great demand. If former members do not renew their
membership, boats, boards and kayaks must be removed from the Boat Park.
For renewals, our preference is that renewal of fees are paid by way of BACS, so that the transfer of cash or cheques is
kept to a minimum.
If you have any questions, do contact Andy at membership@paghamyachtclub.com or any other member of the Committee. Better still, pop in to the Club and join us, perhaps for a beer or wine!

First Aid
Still only three responses to the Club’s request to enable more first aiders to our team. This is very sadly disappointing as
the sailing season is starting in six days – the most hazardous part of the year for our members. We need 8 – 10 to run a
course which, as I have said, we will gladly run without cost to you. Let me know.

Bar opening Times
From 1st April the Bar opening hours change to the Summer times. As this involves slightly earlier opening hours at the
weekend, we do ask that if you can, that you spare one or two hours of your time to help make it work in the coming
months.
Days Open
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday Afternoon
Saturday Evening
Sunday
Bank Holidays

Hours
5pm – 11pm
Closed
5pm – 11pm
12pm – 4pm
Open only for advertised functions
12pm – 6pm
tb advertised opening hours

Social Events

Supporting Ukraine
Before we look at what has been going on with our fundraising, can we just remind you that we are still collecting
donations of personal-use items for transport to Ukraine. This includes any toiletries, nappies, tooth brushes,
antiseptics, sanitary items, torches (with please) batteries, wound dressings and hats and gloves for any sizes.
From Sue, a big thank you to all the children that turned up on Saturday to do crafts at Pagham Yacht Club. If you have a
look at the below photos, you will see that they had enormous fun, despite the paint on their clothes! Sue sends her
apologies to the parents for that but wants them to know that she had an equally enjoyable time getting paint off the
chairs and tables even though she did cover them up beforehand. Oh dear. Of course, we believe that you did that! Best
we’ll keep quiet about that if anybody notices. The end results are now hanging proudly on the railing outside - very
impressive for a talented group of young artists! Well done to everyone involved (including the frazzled Sue.)
Sue wants to say another thank you to all those that donated the materials and a massive thanks to Louis, the Summers
Store Manager of Dulux’s Decorator Centre in Bognor Regis, for donating the tins of Ukraine yellow and blue paint to allow
the children to do their crafts in the appropriate colours.
Looks lovely xxx

Entertainment
Two events coming up very soon for you:
Sunday 3rd April – following the Spring Launch Races 1 & 2 there will be Turnpike Alley, a classic Rock and Blues band
entertaining us from the end of the races at 3.30pm, to coincide with the buffet.

On 9th April, Andy Day will be running his well-known Race Night with his own particular stratagem
or arrangement. The children will be involved from 6.30pm to around 7.30pm and there will be some food, possibly the
popular burgers and wedges or something along those lines to keep them occupied after their races - for a small charge.
The adults will get going around 8pm with a tote to bet on the horses, for Club and fundraising purposes. This will be a
family evening – whether you win or lose or get well and truly trounced! What can I say – you have been told to prepare
for a good evening so get it in your diary/iPads or whatever now!
Early Years Photos – I’m still at it! Have you found a picture of your dearly beloved to post into the box on the Bar yet?
Come on! You must have one of a ten-year old George Best footballer or a seven-year old Kate Moss model look alike in
her first bikini with pigtails that we would want to be scratching our heads over. As I have said before, I will scan the photo
and return it to you so it will not be damaged so do join in and give us something to wonder about (or chuckle over).
Easter party for Children – it’s getting closer so, if you haven’t already done it, do put your children’s names up ready for
Sue to sort out the food and prizes ready for Saturday 16th April.
Sunday Raffle - as Sunday was Mother’s Day, there were fewer members in the Bar than normal to take part in the
Sunday raffle. As you may have guessed, buying tickets came out more successful than usual to some and Pete W was a
very happy man as he won an astounding three prizes this week! You now have been fore-warned that you can buy tickets
in advance and put your name on the back of the PYC copy and we will let you know that you have won. We do have a
fridge and a freezer on standby, just in case you are as lucky as Pete (and he was a meany afterwards and wouldn’t go into
the Galley and cook for all the remaining members that were there!) Is that a pineapple I can see? I can feel a Thai or Indian Curry coming over me. Glad he didn’t win the £10 million lotto!!!! Will you stop smiling Pete!

Oh well, back to reality. I know I said last week that I hoped that the weather carries on being so helpful to us and it did
what I asked. Best I should have kept my mouth shut about that as now the drop in temperature that I am now
experiencing is affecting my ability to type. Hey ho!
Let’s look forward to next weekend and some stimulating racing!
Do carry on watching this space.

Jill

Honorary Blogger
Pagham Yacht Club
28.03.2022
www.paghamyachtclub.com
www.facebook.com/Pagham-Yacht-Club -246442385429963/

