
Hi Everybody,  
 
After a rainy and windswept week, I thought I’d cheer you up by telling you that this last 
Saturday in December I’ve seen another Peacock butterfly in my front garden. No 
photos to show as I was doing the exotic task of putting the rubbish out. Do you not just 
love our wildlife that can survive everything we fling their way and survive it all – and 
make us in awe of them? Just seeing that one little butterfly in mid-winter cheered me 
up the whole day! Nothing compared to a photo of me putting the rubbish out…. 
 
And today, with the sun shining, I’ve just seen a Robin having a bath in the rainwater 
gathered in one of the plant pot saucers. Can’t get more seasonal than that! 
 
Speaking of which, we are on tenterhooks to see which way the Government will swing 
tomorrow about how we are placed in Sussex for the Covid tiers. Will we be moved to 
Tier 1 and be allowed to open our Club? That would be a relief for some of our members 
who either are no longer working, or have now been working from home and would 
enjoy getting back into the social interaction that they have been missing. We forget 
that the Club is so important in keeping our friendships alive - not just through sailing 
and fishing but through the endless gossiping and sharing that goes on. (We all know 
about the gossiping!). Or, we could remain in Tier 2, which would be disheartening for 
those of us who would love to distribute Christmas cards and share news but, we know 
we could all live with it. Or, it could be the final crushing of 2020 if it is decided to put us 
into Tier 3 with the rest of Sussex, just before Christmas. If this does happen, and we 
need to be realistic that it may happen – we need to be like the butterfly that I saw, 
survive and most of all enjoy what remains of 2020 to make sure we can appreciate 
what we have to come. Keep your fingers crossed that we have kept the numbers of 
Covid down sufficiently in this region!  

The Commodore will let you know what is happening with opening the Club once we 
have been told so keep an eye out for another blog from Paul. 
 
I know I keep telling you this, but behind the scenes the Committee hasn't been quiet. 
We now have changes to members of the Committee prior to the AGM, which we are 
still hoping we can do in a few months’ time, depending on advice and Covid numbers. 
Andy Day has now been co-opted back as Membership Secretary after a few months 
respite when he assisted Gary Mant-Smith in the role. This sums up what PYC is all about 
– acting together to make it all work! A big thank you to Gary for volunteering his time 
to that role. 
We also have another duo for the time being working as a team as the Committee have 
co-opted Rosie Dennahy to step in to take over as Treasurer from Sara Hole. This is one 
of those roles when we need time to ensure all details and signatories are put firmly into 
place before they can be handed over. Have you tried to get in touch with your bank 



since Covid recently? Enough said. 
 
Other changes that you may be aware of are that Kevin Mason has taken over the RC 
Sailing and the Boatswain roles with lots of help – again behind the scenes, and we are 
still without an RC Building so, do consider stepping forward if you are interested in 
volunteering for that role. 
 
Membership 
From Andy Day – Membership Secretary: 
These few paragraphs are about PYC Membership and Boat Park fees which would 
normally be paid by 1st March 2021 for the new membership year. In normal times, the 
setting of the fees would be authorised through the Annual General Meeting in 
accordance with our Rules. However, in the interests of health and fully accessibility, an 
AGM has not been possible so far. 
 
The first renewals of membership fees usually start arriving in January, commendably 
early, which helps spread the load. The Committee asks that no fees be submitted until 
the holding of the AGM and setting of the fees. In addition, there are other factors that 
affect the fees to be paid. In terms of income, this has been a very difficult year for the 
Club, particularly in respect of membership fees and bar takings which are our two main 
sources of revenue. 
 
The Committee appreciates that members have not been able to access Club facilities, 
activities or events from the end of March to early July and during November and 
December. There might still be occasions when the Club has to close in the New Year, 
before and/or after the start of the new membership year in March.    
 
Therefore, the Committee has agreed to offer members a refund on part of their 
membership fees because the Club has had to close for part of the membership year. 
The amount cannot be calculated at the moment, because there may be other enforced 
closures ahead. An option for members to waive the refund will be available. This is 
because some members that are already aware that a refund option will be proposed to 
the AGM, have said they would be willing to waive the refund option to help the Club. 
 
The fees calculation becomes even more complicated because the Committee was 
minded to increase fees again this year. In accordance with members wishes at the last 
AGM in 2019, the Committee have been working on a 5-Year Plan, involving ongoing 
improvements to various Club activities and assets. Needless to say, some of these 
improvements will attract a cost.  
 
You will be kept informed about the date of the AGM, and afterwards, the fees for the 
forthcoming year. So, at this stage, there are two things that the Committee ask of you:  



1) Let us know if you wish to waive the refund or part of it, 
2) Do not submit your membership and boat park fees until the Committee contact you 
with the fees to be agreed at the AGM. 
 
Email Andy Day on membership@paghamyachtclub.com  if you wish to waive the offer 
of a refund. Details of replies received will be confidential but of course very welcome. 
 
Sailing and Angling Report 
From RC Angling Peter W, a few fished the beach Wednesday evening and caught loads 
of pin Whiting, with only a couple being worthy of the pot. 
A small number of hardy members turned up for the beach match on Sunday, however 
the match was abandoned after an hour as the conditions were too grim for even them. 
The only thing being caught was the dire weed - as you can clearly see below.  

      
The fishermen retired to Maria’s cafe for breakfast and a debrief. Better luck next time 
boys. 
 
On the Sailing front, RC Sailing Kevin M wants you to know that a provisional calendar 
has been prepared and will be published when all the details are finally sorted. Is it me, 
or are we now starting to talk about the sailing season and its only December! Oh, yes! 
Come on 2021! 
sailing@paghamyachtclub.com  
angling@paghamyachtclub.com  
 
Social Membership 
It’s time for yet another quiz. If this is getting boring, do tell me and I will stop. This week 
it’s about the human body……..I know! If you don’t know the answers you can guess! It’s 
a fun quiz this time!!! 



So……… 
1. Starting with an easy one – Minimus 
2. One for lovers – Philtrum 
3. This sounds like a creature from Dr Who – Gnathion 
4. And finally, Lanula. Wasn’t she a famous movie star? No? Never mind…… 
Answers, as usual, in next week’s blog so don’t look them up but guess! 
 
From last week’s quiz which, as it was about Pagham I am hoping that you won’t need 
me to tell you the answers but….isn’t it great to know that we have so many old public 
buildings in our small village and that so many of them are pubs? Of the three I listed, it 
is the Lion which is the oldest as it is believed to date from 1407, the 15th century. The 
Inglenook is 16th and the Lamb is 17th. Quite a lot of imbibing has taken place over the 
years and hopefully will continue to do so if Covid leaves us alone. 
The next question about the Mulberry harbour had me in trouble with one of our 
members who challenged the number of harbours that were assembled and provided 
me with a berthing plan dated May 1944, showing that 87 mulberry sections were to be 
sunk off Pagham, including the block of 8 Phoenix pieces, which were joined together. 
Nothing like stirring up local knowledge, eh? What I should have said was “By June 1944, 
how many that had actually been assembled by then were sunk…” I’m still going with 
the 50 answer and I just know that is going to cost me.  
Following that angst came the easy one. If you have walked down Church Lane the Old 
Cottage sits there, almost opposite the St Thomas a Becket Church and looks as if it 
hasn’t changed since it was first built. Great to still have thatched cottages around the 
village. Even better than that, now that we are in Church Lane, we can move onto 
Church Farm and find Becket’s Barn (the name was a giveaway) which includes the 
remains of the medieval great hall of Pagham Rectory. Bet you didn’t know that when 
you were wandering around what has now become a holiday park! So much history, 
despite the sea still trying to erase it. 
 
Hoping that we can all meet together soon but, until then, keep safe. 
                                               
Jill    
Honorary Blogger     
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