
Hi everybody,  

Where to start? Today is “Freedom Day” following the hottest weekend we have experienced for quite 
some while. Actually, my laptop was telling me 30° earlier today. No, no I’m not complaining! We still 
managed to get the sailing underway despite the sea looking remarkably like the Mediterranean, although 
I do wonder if our audience on the beach were relieved that they didn’t have to take a negative 
coronavirus test or self-isolate to enjoy being with us. That’s me being smug because I live here. So…… 

Sailing and Angling Report:                        

 
 

From RC Sailing Kevin, yet another great weekend of sailing starting Saturday with Youth sailing. This saw a group of 
youth and parents join us from the Lagoon with Andy Grout very kindly rigging his dart 18 and taking them out for a 
sail in the gentle sea breeze. A huge thank you to Andy as that is what we aim for to make an affiliation with another 
local club work. 

   



 
 

Also, Ben was trying out his new laser, Zak was out in his Hobie 13 and Charlie and Jay were joined on a Pico with 
another lagoon member Nathan. Blimey guys!  
  
Sunday morning saw clear blue skies, flat calm sea and no wind. After a bit of “do we go” or, “do we don’t go” (they 
do love these little traumas) we had three sailors wanting to sail so…… they went for it! I could have told them that 
they were going to do that if they had asked me in the first place! Men…… 

 
 

Race Officers Trench and Sally set a straightforward diamond course for the first race but the second was a more 
challenging figure of eight. By the time RC Kevin and David had set the course, they were pleasantly surprised to see 
seven boats being rigged and, although the wind was very light there was great racing! Oh yes!!! Great to watch so 
well done to all involved. 

 



 

Sailing Results 18th July 
 

2021 Series Race 7 
1st Guy Hickman   Laser 
2nd Ben Cotton    Laser 
3rd Simon Orde    Laser 
4th Nick Cook & Kevin Freeman  Wayfarer 
5th Graham Salter   Laser 
6th Andy Grout    Dart 18 
7th Guy Lawson    Laser Pico 
 
2021 Series Race 8 
1st Guy Hickman 
2nd Simon Orde 
3rd Ben Cotton 
4th Nick Cook & Kevin Freeman 
5th Andy Grout 
6th Graham Salter 
7th Guy Lawson 
 

Angling 
From George, seven boats were out on Sunday with, as far as he knew the catching included Mackerel, Conger, 
Bream, Gurnard, Plaice, Spotted Rays, Thornback Rays and, of course, Dogfish. I can feel that BBQ stirring again! 
Plaice and Bream. Oh yes, they BBQ very well. I may very well start another Blog with just BBQ recipes on it if this 
heatwave carries on and the fishing continues to be so good – and if the Committee buy the Club another BBQ! Was 
that too much for me to ask? Oh dear – I’ve done it yet again! 
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Lifting of Coronavirus Legislation - From: Commodore, Paul Palmer 

It has been an exceedingly difficult and arduous eighteen months for everyone.  

I cannot remember a period in my lifetime where so many restrictions have been placed on us as individuals, and 

indeed on the Yacht Club. This has been backed up by legislation to ensure compliance to save lives, plus the enforced 

closure of our Yacht Club for long periods to ensure the safety of our members. 
 

Well, so far, the Coronavirus seriously underestimated the resolve of the British people and our Club members. We 

certainly fought it on the beaches of our fantastic Yacht Club and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future! Let 

us not underestimate this vile disease and I urge all of us to remain vigilant. 
 

Today, Monday 19th July 2021 hopefully we will go down in the annals of history as ‘Freedom Day’ where most of the 

Coronavirus laws will be removed giving us back some resemblance of normality. This is something that I welcome and 

I have looked forward to very much. 
 

What does this mean for the club and our members? Will it allow us to a return to ‘service as usual’ with all restrictions 

be lifted? This is what we understand:- 

• No restrictions on numbers, table of six has gone, tables service no longer a requirement. 

• Gatherings of thirty people outdoors gone. 

• The wearing of face masks is no longer a lawful requirement when not seated at a table. 

• Our changing room facilities can open. 

• We can withdraw our Coronavirus Policy and Guidance. 

That is the good news, now for the reality check!!! 

As you will know the new variant of the virus is on the up and we still need to be very conscientious, careful and 

respectful of individuals personal decisions. Moving forward then.  
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Firstly, it is still very important that when you bring a guest into the club that you ensure that they are correctly signed 

in with their contact details. 
 

If members wish to voluntarily continue to wear face masks when using our club that is fine, we will continue to supply 

hand sanitiser and I urge members to continue to use it and prevent any spread of the virus. 

Personal hygiene is again at the top of the agenda and we will continue to leave notices up as a reminder. On that note, 

we will continue to supply a new glass when you buy a drink. 

The screens currently adorning the bar will be removed and we will store them - just in case.  

We still cannot open the Changing Rooms as we are awaiting the company who will flood the showers out to make 

them safe to come back to us. Sorry about that but it looks like we are down on their list! 
 

This is a big step forward. Wednesday 21st July will be the first day the club will be open following ‘Freedom Day’ and, 

as the weather is looking good, the sailors will be out on the water at 7pm and the bar will be open from 4pm. 

 

It will be fantastic to see you all back and enjoying the club facilities so, do come down, celebrate and enjoy our amazing 

Yacht Club, support the sailors on the water and let us make up for lost time. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all very soon. 

Paul 

 

Questionnaire 
Your club – and your chance to have a say! Regardless of your reasons for joining Pagham Yacht Club, or how you 
spend the time when you visit, we want you to enjoy the experience and feel satisfied. To help us achieve this we are 
arranging a Club Members’ Satisfaction Survey or, what some of us would call a questionnaire! 
 
We do know that it’s not always easy for some of you to tell us directly how you feel, or what you want us to do 
differently, so we’re conducting this survey to give you a chance to share your thoughts and opinions. Your feedback 
and views will help us understand how the wider membership feels about what we do well and also, mor 
importantly, what we could do better! 

As mentioned in the June Planning Newsletter, this survey will also help your Management Committee to ensure 
that the members feedback is incorporated into the Clubs’ 5 Year Plan. The survey will be emailed to you and will 
remain open until the 15th August this year so do get your feelings known as soon as you are contacted. 

We know you’ll be just as interested in the feedback as we are. Following the survey, the Committee will take time 
to analyse the feedback, and also share the findings with the membership. This information will also be included in 
the ‘Open forum session with the Commodore and Committee’ that will be scheduled during Sea Week. I’ll let you 
know which day has been chosen asap. Don’t forget that the more feedback we get, the easier it will be for us to 
understand our members' views. Please take this opportunity to tell us what you think; it’s your chance to have a 
say and it will be ten minutes well spent! 

Boat Yard 
Just a reminder that Andy is waiting to hear from some people who still have boats in the Boat Park but are no 
longer recorded as members. Please be sure that your membership and boat yard fees are fully paid, that the boats 
are clearly named, preferably on the trailers so that the names can be seen. If you have a matter that you wish to 
discuss regarding a membership or boat park payment, please do contact Andy Day on 
membership@paghamyachtclub.com as soon as possible, or speak to someone on the Committee. We are well 
aware of what members are going through, or may have been going though, so don’t ignore us – please contact us. 
 

Social Events 
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Bring Your Own Food BBQ 
Following the success of our last bring your own food to our BBQ, we thought that you deserved to enjoy sitting on 
the beach with a glass of wine or a beer in one hand, and a burger or spare rib in the other – without us getting 
involved in the cooking! Sounds like a good plan? So, next Saturday from 5pm the BBQ will be fired up in readiness 
for you to bring along your favourite choices to BBQ whilst enjoying the view and a glass or two as well. We will keep 
the Bar open until everybody has had enough to eat or drink so it should be a good evening. Oh, and we are asking 
that you bring along any salads as well if you feel the need as we won’t be distracted by slicing, cutting or 
marinading. Hic! Scuse me…is that a glass of wine? 
 
Sussex Snowdrop Trust 
I am delighted to tell you that we have had a letter from the Sussex Snowdrop Trust to thank us for our Fundraising 
Day in May which raised £1071.64. Well done everyone who took part in arranging this event and especially those 
who donated to the raffle with prizes and bought the tickets. Stunning effort from our members and their guests as 
usual! 

Work Party  
Another reminder about Saturday 24th July, starting at 10am to do a general tidy up outside the Club and the Boat 
Park, strimming and waste collection, breaking up the old speed boat to go into the skip and the usual digging stuff. 
As usual, volunteers with any useful tools (strimmers, forks, spades…..) needed! Pebbles will be open to give you 
energy and the Commodore’s Beer as a thank you afterwards. Please do let RC Sailing Kevin know if you can assist – 
or please just turn up if you find you are free. This is the same day as the Bring Your Own Food BBQ from 5pm so a 
great way to start the day. 
 
Sea Week – Only Five Weeks to go until Monday 23rd – Bank Holiday Monday 30th August! More information will be 
coming your way soon but, in the meantime, don’t forget the PYC Golf Day for the Green Jacket at Bognor Golf Club 
on Thursday 26th August. It is 18 holes at £38 with 16 places available, arrival at the Golf Club from 12 noon. A list has 
been posted on the large noticeboard in the corridor so please do put your name, phone number and par on there. 
 
Do have a lovely week with your new found freedom but, above all, do take care of a something so badly earned that 
we all forgot was so precious. 
                               

Jill    

Honorary Blogger     
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