
Hi Everybody,  

  

   
And so this is Christmas 

And what have you done? 

Another year over 

And a new one just begun    

 

And so this is Christmas 

I hope you have fun 

The near and the dear ones 

The old and the young 

 

A very merry Christmas 

And a happy New Year 

Let's hope it's a good one           

     
 



Let us all hope that the new year of 2021 will mean that we can all meet together again 

without any fear that we can hug, can share laughter and most of all, enjoy seeing each other 

without any anxiety that we are sharing or spreading covid. Keep your fingers crossed for a 

great and wonderful New Year! 

 

I’ve just looked up last years’ Blog for 23rd December 2019 and it seems it was full of food! I 

know it was a whole year ago but just in case you forgot what we were up to…… 

 

“It started really busy in the Club for all of our members with the three courses of Christmas 

dinner on Friday night for more than 50 in attendance. A lovely evening with a splendid meal 

provided by Sue, Keri, Sara and the other wonderful helpers. Well done to everyone for a great 

evening. (Just so you know, I had to hand my pudding over as I was incredibly full after the 

shrimp starter and then another full meal!). 

On Saturday afternoon, twenty-three of our youth section were treated to a free ice-skating trip 

as part of their Christmas present from the Club and had a truly fabulous time. All of the 

youngsters were then further indulged with a pizza meal and a drink back at the Club and, 

because they still had so much energy left inside them, there was no food left for the grown-

ups! That’ll teach the parents……. 

And then of course there was Sunday…….. The Christmas Raffle that followed the sale and 

enjoyment of £1 per item/chosen number was a huge success! As well as the wonderful gifts 

donated by members, we had the MOT worth £54 which was given to us by our local Pagham 

Service Station, plus the meal for two at The Lamb - plus many other gifts. Wow! A huge thank 

you to all of the businesses who came forward this year and to everybody else who were so 

generous.   

Tom was the first winner of the Christmas Raffle – and yes, you guessed it! He wanted a box of 

sweets!!! Jealous huh? 

Many thanks to Paul P, our Commodore, who managed to roast the Turkey and Pork that 

morning ready to go into the baps. These were served along with the cranberry and apple sauce 

and tasted delicious. (The pork crackling bits circulated tasted good as well!) and then 2020 

New Year’s Eve . Well now, you must have heard that we have a fabulous evening coming when 

we can get ready to welcome 2020 -  I know I have aready told you this but we will be providing 

the food for the evening and it will be a Dressed Salmon, a platter of cold meats, homemade 

Quiches and Cheese Boards”. 

 

I know you are looking at how much food we got through?! Aargh! I can only say it was worth 

it! 

 

I know. I shouldn’t have let you know what a good time we had – or how much food we ate! 

But sometimes it’s great to look back and to thank heavens as to where we are today! The Club 

has survived so many storms and, despite our fragile railway carriageway structure, after Storm 

Bella it is still proud and water tight – despite that cold wind. It is the Club as a whole – not just 

the building but the members who are the Club. They have been wonderful! Dropping 

Christmas cards into the Club post box when they weren’t sure of members’ addresses or 



emailing about not reclaiming fees. What a fabulous Club to belong to! 

   
This was a photo of a peaceful Club yesterday before the rain started, waiting to greet 

whatever can offer our members. 

 

Website 

On a different issue, we have been looking at our website and how we can make our Club more 

usable to our members and to visitors at this current time. At the moment we cannot, and 

should not open the Club to see our usual noticeboard, but we are aware that we have the 

Sailing season approaching and as always, the fishing section carries on using their boats and 

their equipment to the full. What we are now doing is to introduce a new section to our 

website to enable our members and visitors to put any sailing or fishing items on there – a 

“Sale or Wants” section. Any requests would have to be submitted to 

hon.sec@paghamyachtclub.com for approval and would need an email address for contacts so 

that the Club would not get involved in any transactions. If a sale is made then all we ask that 

we are told of it to delete the ad. 

We hope that this is a step forward for the new sailing/fishing season so please do feel free to 

contact me to use it – and there is no charge involved! 

 

Membership 

Andy Day, Membership Secretary wants to remind you to contact him if you have not yet 

replied if you are willing to waive your partial refund of fees. We have had good feedback on 

this proposal and we welcome your contribution at this time. 

Please do email Andy Day on membership@paghamyachtclub.com if you wish to waive the 

offer of a refund. Details of replies received will of course remain confidential but are still very 

welcome. 

 

Sailing and Angling Report 

Really sadly, due to the awful weather and some family Christmas gatherings, nothing to 

report. 



sailing@paghamyachtclub.com  

angling@paghamyachtclub.com  

 

Social Membership 

   
Do we believe in Santa Clause? And how’s about Mother Clause? And there always has to be 

an impish elf who had let himself out without anybody noticing. I’m not sure about the drink 

driving rules for prams but I’m fairly sure that they have been broken on what would have 

been in place if we could have had a Pram Race on Christmas Day. Fantastic effort by our 

members, Bex and Archie from the Bear (and the Elf) to spread good humour throughout 

Pagham on Christmas day. Well done to a magic threesome. xxx (When can we have the Pram 

Race again? Hey?) And….what happened to the beard Archie? Eh? Think we didn’t notice that 

it disappeared en route…….. 

 

Well, I wasn’t going to have a quiz this week as I thought everybody would have got tired by 

now and would rather be enjoying the seasonal cheer. But then again….. 

Here we go for the last time this year: 

This week it relates, somewhat loosely to sailing. Apt, eh? 

1. Never in my life before have I experienced such beauty, and fear at the same time — Shirley 

Robertson, Ellen MacArthur or Naomi James? 

2. To reach a port we must set sail – Sail, not tie at anchor, Sail, not drift - Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover or Harry Truman? (Not famous for their sailing!) 

3. The fishermen know that the sea is dangerous and the storm terrible, but they have never 



found these dangers sufficient reason for remaining ashore – Rembrandt, Albrecht Dürer or 

Vincent Van Gogh? 

4. It is not that life ashore is distasteful to me. But life at sea is better - Sir Francis Drake, 

Admiral Lord Nelson or Captain James Cook? 

5. Any damn fool can navigate the world sober. It takes a really good sailor to do it drunk — 

Francis Chichester, Chay Blyth or Joshua Slocum? 

 

I really like the last quote! Good luck and the answers will be published next year. I’ve been 

waiting weeks to say that! 

 

And finally, the answers to last weeks’ quiz which were all about Christmas: I was amazed to 

find out that the song White Christmas was first released in 1942 for a film called Holiday Inn. 

Have you ever stayed in a Holiday Inn? No one burst into song for me – but the showers were 

good. Anyway, they had another song in the film that was deemed better and hit the charts. It 

wasn’t until 1954 that White Christmas was re-jigged and used in the film, White Christmas 

that we all know, when it became such a success. ($30 million so far). 

And if you didn’t know that Danny Kaye was the other famous comedian, well……… 

 

Do have a wonderful New Year’s Eve and keep safe, follow the advice so that we can all meet 

again in 2021! 

                                               

Jill    

Honorary Blogger     
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