
Hi Everybody, 
 
I’m sorry that the blog is running a day late but I was waiting to hear the expected news 
about the continued lockdown. I think everybody knew that the consequence of what we 
experienced in 2020 would follow us into the New Year - but none of us dared fear it would 
be so awful for all of us, including those in business, those with families struggling to deal 
with jobs and children at home, and most of all those living alone, who might not see 
anyone for weeks. 
 
At PYC whilst our members will not be able to meet together in the Club, we still do have 
great means of communicating with each other via texts, emails or the blog - or perhaps to 
take a walk on the beach with someone from a bubble for exercise. For the future, we are 
keeping abreast of advice from the RYA regarding what we can do once the sailing season 
starts or the anglers want to get out there and that will be in line with Government advice. 
Let’s hope that when the cold weather starts to fade and the immunisation programme 
gets well underway then 2021 will look very much brighter than it does now! 
 
Although we cannot meet in the Club house, don’t forget that you can still put forward any 
ideas, comments or photographs to go in the Blog. We do still need to know what is going 
on with each other as it will not be long before we are able to get together as before – in 
the good old days! I do know that some of you have been contacted by the NHS Track and 
Trace and told to go into lockdown as you have been in contact with someone who has 
proved positive for Covid. This has happened to me, and yesterday was my first day allowed 
out at all. Paul has been telling people that I’ve been banned from appearing in 
public!  Cheeky chops! And he has been telling people that with his goatee? Phaah! 
Although my period of lockdown was short and it didn’t cause me too much inconvenience, 
it made me very aware that we all need to respect the Government advice to save passing 
this Covid virus on to another. Let’s carry on working together and make sure that we are 
keeping in contact with one another, ensuring that everybody is taken care of for things 
such as forgotten items as shopping etc. It’s what we are all about. 
 
Let’s be positive and tell me what you have been getting up to during this holiday season so 

we can enjoy what has been going on.  
 
So, now we are going back to the more cheerful stuff! I hope that you all had a wonderful 
New Year’s Eve and have survived the Brexit celebrations. I have to say that we enjoyed a 
glass or two of champagne at 11pm to celebrate but we retired to bed shortly afterwards as 
the dog was petrified of the noise of the fireworks. And there were quite a few loud bangs 
well before the magic hour! Isn’t it sad to have your life ruled by your dog? Hey ho! 
 
Today is also a good time to say a thank you to Lesley and Paul Haynes who put up the 
Christmas tree and fabulous decorations in the Club house which we haven’t been allowed 
to give our members access to. They have been in there today to take them all down, ready 
for later this year. Let’s hope we can persuade them to do it all again in December – with a 



viewing audience next time! 

   
             
Well done you two! Apparently, all is tidy now, with all decorations packed away and 
labelled ready for next year. (Nothing like having someone who is organised in charge!) 
 
Just a reminder that the “Sale or Wants” section has now been set up on our website so, if 
you would like to put an item on there then please do contact me via 
honsec@paghamyachtclub.com 

Sailing and Angling Report 
Still nothing to report at this stage but we are filled with hope! 
 
sailing@paghamyachtclub.com 
angling@paghamyachtclub.com  
 
Social Membership 
Well, I think you may have gathered that I was hoping that coming into 2021 would see us 
enjoying lots of music and dancing in the Club, along with the great choice of food and, 
occasionally extraordinary games that everyone can enjoy. Over the weekend I was 
watching Top of the Pops: Big Hits 1964–75 and horrified myself when I knew the words to 
most of the songs! Do you remember Peter Sarstedt – Where Do You Go To (My Lovely), 
Procol Harem – Whiter Shade of Pale and the best of them all, Errol from Hot Chocolate 
singing You Sexy Thing? 
Just can’t get any better and I was thinking about suggesting to Jo, our RC Social that we 
should plan an evening for the oldies. No? Oh. Well, we can hope that things will improve 
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and you will come up with better suggestions for her.  

 
             
On a similar musical note, I’m pleased to report that our talented members, The Smileys, 
after many months of not being able to use their equipment that had been placed in 
storage, were now able to test them in a safe environment at the PYC, prior to installing it 
in a recording studio to rehearse their new songs. Perhaps after lockdown we will be the 
first audience to listen to their new show? That would be a great first evening for us! Here’s 
hoping that it proves to be a successful, creative and enjoyable enterprise for the group! 
Great at last to hear positive news – and some more great music coming our way!!!! 

And finally, the Quiz. Oh yes………this has just got to be a quiz on music this week!   
Are you ready for this?  
1. In what year was the first Woodstock festival held? 1967,1968 or 1969 (Go on – show 
your age!!) 
2. What is the highest-selling album of all time? (worldwide) Thriller, Dark Side of the Moon 
or Their Greatest Hits (Eagle) Have you got one of these? I do have two!!! 
3. What is David Bowie’s real name? Robert Jones, David Jones or Michael Jones. Easy! 
4. Which Beatles song was banned from the BBC for its lyrics? Revolution, Sexy Sadie, or I 
am the Walrus. OK - ? 
5. How many number one singles did Oasis have? 8, 9 or 10. And again, I don’t know 
so……… 
 
And now the answers to last weeks’ quiz about sailing – or, as I said, very, very loosely 
related! 
1. “Never in my life before have I experienced such beauty, and fear at the same time” — It 
just has to be Dame Ellen MacArthur! Come on, you must have got that. What a wonderful 
lady! Sums up what sailing is about! 
2. “To reach a port we must set sail – Sail, not tie at anchor, Sail, not drift” – I did say that 
whoever it was couldn’t have been overly famous for their sailing as he was a President but, 



in fact, Franklin D Roosevelt, Governor of New York 1938 when he made this comment was 
a skilled sailor. My apologies to him! Can’t see Trump as a sailor….. 
3. “The fishermen know that the sea is dangerous and the storm terrible, but they have 
never found these dangers sufficient reason for remaining ashore” – Well, this was a 
different one and it was Vincent Van Gogh. Not a happy person and died at 37 years of all 
sorts of things that might have been better if he had chosen to be a sea captain. Never 
mind Vince – next time.  
4. “It is not that life ashore is distasteful to me. But life at sea is better” – This is where the 
choices were great and look at the time when they lived! It was Sir Francis Drake. Blimey, 
life at sea was better? Best we don’t look at life at that time! 
5. “Any damn fool can navigate the world sober. It takes a really good sailor to do it drunk” 
— Oh yes, my favourite one from Sir Francis Chichester. Says it all about his skills and why 
he is now a Sir! 
 
Let’s hope that next week I can bring you some brighter news and some more cheerful 
photographs!  
Again, do let me know what you are up to! 
                                               
Jill    
Honorary Blogger     
Pagham Yacht Club 
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